Labrador Retrievers
Why We Chose This Topic
We chose Labrador Retrievers because we both LOVE dogs, and they are also an interesting breed to research about!
How many babies can they have?
They can have 5-10 puppies.
Labrador Retrievers are generally not mean or aggressive and they would rather greet a stranger with a wagging tail rather than a mean bark!
When were they discovered?
They were discovered in the early 19th century. (1800’s)
Who discovered labs?
They weren’t really developed by a person but discovered from St. John’s water dog.
Labrador Retrievers are considered the best family dogs, they are called that because of their gentle, kind and playful touch! Labrador Retrievers are also great to be around kids!
A Labrador Retriever can be as heavy as 55-80lbs. Their fur coat can come in different colors like yellow, black, brown and even silver. Their fur color is determined from the 2 main genes.
Lots of people say that different colors of each Lab mean different things. Like if your Lab is yellow, they are most lazy and if you have a black lab, they are the best hunters! None of these claims are supported by science.
Why are they important to Canada?
Labrador Retrievers are important because they are known for retrieving fishing nets from the coasts of Newfoundland. They are important to Canada because they were called a fisherman’s mate because their thick coat of fur is perfect for fishing and swimming. They are also known for helping with disabilities. They also help when an avalanche is happening or has happened. They use they acute sense of smell to locate individuals buried under the deep snow!
They did not come from Labrador; they came from Newfoundland! They are one of the prime dog breeds that were called the best recue dogs!
They LOVE the water, in fact, they were made for water! Their big tail (often called an otter tail) is very powerful and used to swim through water.
Their feet are also webbed like ducks so they can swim extra fast through the water. Their double layered fur helps them in cold water like the cold, icy water in Newfoundland where they came from. All of these characteristics and traits make them even better for competing in diving fog trails.
Their fur is double layered and they will live 11-13 years. They are friendly, playful, trainable and active dogs. Usually a Lab will live the 11-13 years but if you’re lucky and they’ve been fed and trained well, they might live for 14-17 years.
Labs often get hip dysplasia. It is a malfunction in the hip socket which will eventually cause arthritis.
Skin conditions are common in Labs and lots of other dogs. Particularly allergies and hot spots. Usually the dogs will scratch.
How many dogs are bred each year?
Over 100,000.
When you get a dog, you need to take care of your dog like it is your child. Here are some things you need to make sure your dog has and does:
Health – you can’t have a Lab if it’s not a healthy one!
Grooming – make sure your Lab feels like a model when running for that ball!
Water- your Labrador needs to be hydrated!
Nutrition/Food – make sure your Lab is well fed and doesn’t have a hungry stomach at nap time!
Training/Exercise – your Lab should be mentally and physically strong and ready for a new day!



