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When we are young, we are told stories of heroes, about how superman saved the world. But now as I get older, I have realized we have heroes making long-lasting impacts on our towns, cities and  our country. One of these less-known heroes are the Canadian Red Cross, who have been working all over the world helping provide disaster relief, health accommodations and financial support to organizations for over a century. Which leads me to wonder, what would the world truly look like without the Canadian Red Cross? It would look way different because of its deep history, international impacts, the incredible work that is happening right and what the Red Cross contributes to Canada. 
The Canadian Red Cross started on a battlefield during the North-West resistance. Which was a gruesome five month war between the First Nations people of Canada and the Canadian Government. George-Sterling-Ryson, the founder of the Canadian Red Cross, was a surgeon during the war. He found it extremely difficult to extract wounded soldiers from the battlefield without getting caught in the crossfire. So, he put a Red Cross on his horse-drawn ambulance to symbolize him as a medic. The Canadian Red Cross was the first overseas branch of the British Red Cross which was founded in 1863, by Henry Dunet. It was created to provide neutral aid to the sick and wounded in wartime. For the first 25 years of the Canadian Red Cross, they provided assistance to over 50 countries. But to continue to help, they needed financial stability. The Canadian Red Cross started as donations only but in 1909 the organization went to the government to help with funding. On May 19th 1909 the Canadian Red  Cross society act was approved. From there the Red Cross provided major support in global wars such as World War 1. They helped sew blankets, socks and blankets for soldiers overseas. As well as raising over 35 million dollars for supplies, hospitals and support. This organization was only getting started and it proved to be a reliable form of aid; to anyone all around the world who needed support.  
	In total, the Red Cross consists of over 17 million volunteers, with over 90 countries having operational offices. Since the Red Cross works all over the world, it needed a way to assess patients in a clean and safe environment. In November 2010, the CRC, (Canadian Red Cross), announced the current field hospital that the CRC uses today. Field hospitals are makeshift hospitals that can be easily transported all around the world. Getting set up and operational only takes about 8 hours. They are typically used in war and natural disasters. A current field hospital in the Gaza Strip has performed about 7000 crucial surgeries, and on average sees about 400-500 patients daily. Overall field hospitals do provide initial aid but it does have its challenges at times. Such as having limited staff and space which can limit people's medical care. Over 35% of patients that use CRC field hospitals are minors. As well as 27% of those minors are under 14. In total over 200 million people are helped internationally every year. Even though the Canadian Red Cross does focus on Canadian Health it is in no way only benefiting Canadians. It benefits people globally through its programs, aid and courses. 
	The CRC continues to make a significant difference in healthcare by providing more than 600,000 hours of care to recovering patients. Not only does the CRC provide aid for others it also provides training sources like water safety and first aid which get 1.2 million attendees per year. One of the most recommended courses by the Red Cross is the first aid course which provides training for life threatening dangers as well as CPR training. According to the Government of Canada 1 in 12 or 2.6 million Canadians over the age of 20 live with the diagnosed heart disease. The CPR hopes with the more training available the more prepared people are. This organization is currently run by an executive team led by President Conrad Saue who oversees budgeting and resource management and has been president since 2008. Even though the Canadian Red Cross does have some paying jobs, over 70% of the organization is the volunteers. The CRC has always heavily relied on volunteers but lately there's been a spike in volunteers. A Red Cross volunteer Guy LePage explained that “regardless of where or how you volunteer your helping people in a time of crisis”
	Throughout the years the CRC has made it its mission to help Canadians. In 2019 the Canadian Red Cross saw a spike and loneliness and mental health struggles throughout the country because the covid-19. So, they introduced the family friendly calls program. It gave people a chance of a social interaction with real people during such an isolated time even now there are still 4000 conversations yearly. In 1920, they introduced the Junior Red Cross. The world had just gone through a World War and many people found themselves and homes in turmoil. Young teenagers engaged in wartime humanitarian work like sewing clothes such as socks and hats. Not only that but they also raised a lot of money in 1942, where more than a dozen orphanages were supported through the junior Red Cross. It ended in 1980, but it showed Canadians that if you have ambition and a goal you can truly achieve significant changes. 
	So ultimately the world would look completely different without the Canadian Red Cross, because of its deep history, international impacts, the incredible work that is happening right now and all that the CRC has contributed. It continues to be a service of support and hope to people worldwide and really shows what Canada is able to achieve. From it all starting on a battlefield, to it now being a worldwide organization. The CRC truly is one of Canada’s best aid support systems and will continue to be for generations to come. 
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