(Charles) Thomas Bolton

In 1972, Bolton made a discovery in astronomy that was so important it guaranteed him a place in the history books: he was the first astronomer to present irrefutable evidence of the existence of a black hole. The black hole in question was Cygnus X-1, which lies at the center of our own galaxy, the Milky Way. Bolton detected its presence by observing star HDE 226868 wobbles as if it was orbiting around an invisible but massive companion. His calculations demonstrated that the companion could be nothing less than a black hole.  
