ARCTIC LANDSCAPE

You might have heard someone say the
arctic is like an ice kingdom, but there are
lots more land features than just ice. Let's
take a walk through the arctic and see what
wintery wonderland this place really is.

The arctic is mostly glaciers and tundra
treeless plains with frozen ground called
permafrost. The middle part of the arctic
around the north pole is surrounded with
\arge areas of sea and ice.
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The arctic lands are home to lots of species
of animals, close to the number 840. Some
people might say that's not that much, this
is why. Most of the animals in the northern
hemisphere are going extinct because of
climate change. The summer arctic sea ice
is shrinking by 13% per DECADE! These
changes are mostly affecting animals like
narwhals, polar bears, and walruses. Have you ever wondered how polar animals
survive the extreme cold? Well polar
mammals like arctic foxes and wolves have
lots and lots of fur. Their fur acts like a big
warm jacket keeping the cold air from
touching its skin and trapping a warm layer
of body heat around them. But just like us
sometimes wearing a jacket isn't enough.
So just like us it isn't enough for them
either. Like walruses they don't have fur,
instead they have extra layers of something
called blubber. So if you were a big arctic
animal like a polar bear and you had all that
blubber and all that fur, your life in the arctic
would be just right. But actually most arctic
animals have a serious problem of staying
cool. In this situation these animals do the

smallest job; they just lay down and rest in
the cool snow.

Did you know that a polar bear's skin is
actually black to absorb the heat from the
sun?
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Why are Northern Lights only in the North?

Due to Earth's magnetic field and the sofar wind,
these forces decide where we can see the Northera
Lights
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winter. Yel the fossits of many kinds of
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environment? For one thing, it was actually
warmer than it (s today. During this period
there was no lce around the north pole like
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FUN FACTHI

Arclic dinosaurs had larger body &izes,
Insulating layers of fat or feathers, and
enhanced visual systems for hunting in the
long periods of twilight, characteristic of

In all, this proves that there has been life in
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The Northern Lights

The northern lights are beautiful dfar?CinQ
lights in the sky. For some people it is on
T | their bucket list of things to see in their
PSR — lifetime.
What Causes them 2
-Powerful collisions of gases
-Speeds of million mph

What causes this incredible show? When
particles from the sun crash into Earth's
atmosphere at millions of mph the particles
that make it into the Earth's atmosphere
create this beautiful show.

The Northern Lights are also called Aurora
Borealis named after a Greek goddess

Aurora and the God of the North Wind
Boreas,
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